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Abstract:

New Zealand has a freshwater fish fauna characterized by high levels of national and local endemism and
which is threatened by anthropogenic stressors including habitat destruction or deterioration, commercial
harvest, pollution and interactions with invasive exotic species. Significant expansion of New Zealand's dairy
production has recently created further deterioration of lowland water quality and greater pressure for water
allocation in drier eastern regions of the South Island. New Zealand has large freshwater resources and its
climate is predicted to experience less dramatic changes in mean annual temperature and precipitation than
many other regions of the world as a result of anthropogenic climate change. Predicted changes in regional
climate and further expansion of the dairy industry, however, will impose similar pressures on freshwater
resources in northern New Zealand to those already acting to threaten freshwater biodiversity in the eastern
South Island.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1095-8649.2010.02776.x   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes, Food/Water Quality

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Freshwater

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified
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 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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